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Sir: 

Applicants respectfully traverse the restriction requirement set forth in the 
Office Action mailed July 29, 2003. 

The Examiner has stated that the inventions of Group I (Claims 1-11 and 
25-40) and Group n (Claims 12-24 and 41-54) are patentably distinct from each other as 
being related as process and apparatus for its practice. The Examiner has suggested that 
the two inventions are distinct because the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. The Examiner suggested that the apparatus and 



system of Group n can be practiced in a cd recorder. This reasoning is respectfully 
traversed. 

First, a review of all the claims in Group n would show that at least some of 
the claims cannot reasonably be considered to be practiced in a cd recorder. Note, for 
example, that independent Claims 21 and 24 recite a plurality of nozzles for ejecting ink 
for forming an image and independent Claims 41 , 47 and 5 1 recite a plurality of ink 
ejection openings. These claims cannot be considered to be practiced in a cd recorder. 
Thus, the Examiner has not shown that all of the claims of Group n can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. 

Further, many of the claims of Group n parallel the claims of Group L For 
example, although Claim 1 is directed to a print position adjusting method reciting several 
steps, the printing apparatus of Claim 12 recites several means having functions similar to 
the steps of Claim 1 . 

Moreover, Applicants respectfully submit that the two groups of claims are 
closely related and that a proper search of any of the claims of one group would likely 
include a search of the claims of the other group. Thus, it is submitted that all of the claims 
can be searched simultaneously and that a duplicative search with possibly inconsistent 
results may occur if the restriction requirement is maintained. 

Therefore, in the interest of economy, both for the Office and Applicants, 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement is respectfully solicited. 

Nevertheless, in order to comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.143, 
Apphcants provisionally elect the claims of Group I, namely Claims 1-11 and 25-40. 
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Favorable consideration is requested. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our below-listed address. 
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